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Kisan Sah Shramdaani Sammelan




Date- 6" March 2022

Place- Nimiya Maidan Roh, Nawada

Introduction

The Kisan Sah Shramdaani Sammelan was organized by Ahar-Pyne Bachao
Abhiyan- Janhit Vikas Samiti at the NImiya Maidan, Roh, and Nawada on 6th
March 2022. The Program was supported by WHH-BMZ under the provisions of
the Project ‘The Securing Land and Water Rights for Marginalized Community
through People Led Advocacy

Participation

The main stakeholders of the Sammelan included the subject experts,
representatives of PRIs, Farmers, ‘Shramdaanis’ and social activists. The farmers,
PRIs and shramdaani represent from the 52 villages of district of Nawada Bihar
more than 3000 participants attended the Sammelan. Smt. Renu Sinha, former
Member, Bihar State Women Commission also graced the occasion. and Dr.
Gopal Sharma, Scientist ‘E’, Officer In charge, Regional Office Patna, Geological
Survey of India. Among the panchayat representatives, Mukhiya, Ward member
also present. Member of Parliament representative named Bablu Singh, Hisua
MLA Sri Anil Kumar Singh and Senior officials WHH.

Shramdaan by Hon’ble Minister Ashwani Kumar Choubey




Farmer cum Shramdani sammelan was organized at Nimiya Maidan Roh, on 6th
March, in which Hon’ble Union Minister Shri Ashwani kumar choubey was the
chief guest. After reaching the Roh block, he traveling on foot, and reached on
Rustom Pyane where he worshiped with the support of Pandit ji.

After that, the minister did Shramdaan by running a spade, hundreds of villagers
participated with him during the Shramdaan work, the country director of WHH,
program manager of WHH , Ex women commission member, MLA Hisuwa and
other eminent people also participated in this activity.

Deliberation of Sammelan

The sammelan has started followed by the welcome of shri Ashwani Kumar
choubey , Hon’ble Minister of State for Food and Public Distribution and
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India. At the
beginning, he was given warm welcome by welcome song and offering flowers
to him.

Sri M.P.Sinha, Convenor
JVS-Ahar Pyne Bachao Abhiyan

Sri M.P.Sinha Convenor of Ahar Pyne Bachao Abhiyan welcomed briefed about
the rationale of the Sammelan. He also narrated the progress made so far in the
Ahar Pyne Bachao Abhiyan., he highlighted the significance of traditional water
resources and work done by the Abhiyan.

Anil Singh MLA, Hisuwa, Nawada

The people that is being contributed in the Payne as a Shramdaan, its reward
will be that greenery come in the fields. He also informed about the work on
encroached area and also need a check dam for the irrigation system so that
villagers can get more benefit from that. He emphasized that it is necessary to
renovate Ahar Payne because today most of Payne is dead

Gopal Sharma, Scientist E’ Geological Survey of India

He said that there has been drastic change in the temperature. Whether
summer or winter including irregularity in rain. This adversely affects the




cultivation practices causing less productivity of the crops. He cited the example
that due to less cold in winter season Rabi crops are badly affected reducing the
yield rate of the crop. Likewise, due to less rain and its erratic nature the summer
(kharif) crops are very badly affected. He especially emphasized on the revival
of Ahar Payne and said that today people use deep boring for farming, which
leads to water scarcity. He highlighted the disadvantages of new farming system
and said that it also harms the environment. Due to the increase in population,
the burden on the productivity of agriculture is growing, so we all need to pay
attention and think how to produce so that non effect on shortage of water and
also on environment. This sharmdaan is being done, in order to save the Payne,
it will be helpful in protecting the environment and increasing agricultural
productivity, that’s why people have to come forward and focus to save the
traditional system of water.

Nivediata Varshanya, Country Director, WHH

Country Director WHH welcomed to Hon’ble Minister and said that the today
moment is very valuable and will memorable

She said that women and men have to walk together, she also said that today
half of the population of women in the country and need their participation is in
society work, only then we can build a good society. We do together to
renovation of Payne and if it works properly, then water level will be recharged
then we can easily consume water in domestic work and irrigation. She also
emphasis on water model Bihar, if we make it, then it will be great work.




Renu Devi, Ex member, Bihar women Commission

She laid special emphasis on the renovation of Ahar Payne and encouraged the
sharmadaani, she said that old time was good that people made their efforts
own and used to irrigate, during that time neither lack of water nor people
should think more for Patwan. If we focus on that traditional method and
renovate it, then surely we can preserve water for the coming generations, in
this work if women will have to come forward and play their part in fixing the
Payne / they also insist on making water model of Bihar. She emphasis on Ahar
pyne Bachao Abhiyan slogan- “Har haat ko kam aur Hark het ko Pani “.

Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey,

Hon’ble Minister of State for Food and Public Distribution and Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Government of India

Expressing his views, he praised Renu Devi, who associated with Ahar Payne
Bachao Abhiyan program and also appraised the work is being done and efforts
by the Mr.M.P.Sinha, national convener of Ahar Payne Bachao Abhiyan. He also
told that Mr. Sinha had called me on 26th November 2006 and that time | had
launched a book of Ahar payne Bachao Abhiyan after the long period Mr. Sinha
again Called on 26th November 2021 at A.N.Sinha institute, Patna to participate
in State level Seminar and that time | assured to Mr. Sinha to participate in field
level activity and also participate in Shramdaan work and now | am here, | am
very happy to see the work is being done by the organization.




He express their view and said that the people must be made aware of the
benefits of water conservation. He cited that merely 4 per cent of the people
consume pure (safe) water. He further cited that our country contributes to
carbon emissions, main cause of climate change, by 4.8 per cent which is less as
compared to developed countries. The country has also made the target of
reducing 1 billion tonnes. This may raise the level of oxygen in the atmosphere.
It is hoped that with the efforts to reduce carbon emissions the country shall be
able to reduce 45 per cent carbon dioxide for the atmosphere. We will have to
make all the sincere efforts and the cooperation of the people is vital for
reducing carbon emissions. The people should not go for any such activity which
can raise the carbon emissions in the atmosphere. He gave the example how the
farmers burn their fields after harvesting which raises the carbon emissions. The
increasing use of power either in the field for irrigation purposes and for other
developmental works needs to be minimized to meet the challenge of climate
change. He emphasized that everyone has to be made aware of the changing
nature of the weather. He express their view in samelan and suggest the
participants on below

» Appeal to people, Use the work for the welfare of the nation and do
Shramdaan to bring water to the fields.

» | had envisioned Jal Mitra long back when | was the health minister,
today | am happy to see it happening and thanks to M.P.Sinha for the
Noble work

» Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given a commitment to the
whole world towards climate change, which is being seen in the true
sense today.

» He discussed tree plantation and laid special emphasis on planting trees,
also said that cutting of trees has increased the amount of carbon
dioxide, which has created danger.

» The fertility of the field is over, to keep it fine, it is necessary to keep
Ahar Payne accurate.

» To check the fertility of the soil, it was asked to director, Geological
survey of India, to test the soil.

» He told to develop 52 villages as a model

Finally he explain the sankalp patra of Ahar Payne Bachao Abhiyan and
facilitate to take oath of participants as below

Take a pledge that | will protect the traditional water structure for the
collection of water droplets obtained from nature.




| will conserve water, Ahar Payne for storage, protect the river and keep it free
from encroachment.

| will protect the tree on the bridge of water sources and plant more and more
trees.

Vote of Thanks

A vote of thanks was extended by M.P.Sinha. Convenor, Ahar Pyne Bachao
Abhiyan While delivering his welcome address he extended warm welcome to
the Chief Guest Hon’ble State Minister, Government of India, Sri Ashwani Kumar
Choubey and distinguished guests Mrs Neveditita Varshanaya,Country Director
of WHH for their special presence . He also thanked Sri Vijay Roy, Program
Manager He also extended hearty thanks to the ‘shramdaani’ and farmers who
attended the sammelan to come from different villages of Nawada. He thanked
PRIs representatives, media persons and social activists who graced the
occasion.

Recommendations

» To prepare a database for facilitating the future action plan for the
rehabilitation of Ahar payne

» Preparation of a model of Ahar payne innovation on the basis of village
development plan

» Emphasis was placed on conducting an issue based research with a view
to the expected result of the revival of Ahar Payne.

» Strengthening of sources of water resources with empowerment of
marginalized communities envisaged
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